











This was the next meeting I attended.
It was at the home of Steve and
Elyse Rosenstein in Brooklyn. I
acrived early, when only a few
others were there. There was only
one large room for the guests,but
there was good conversation as
other guests filtered in.
Unfortunately, there was no good
logistical way to keep people out
of the refreshments before the
meeting, and the various hosts had
given up trying a Tong time ago.
The business meeting was started
ahnut 10 pm. , and since it was not
over after one hour, there was a
manditory break. 1 understand I had
the misfortune to hit one of the
worst meetinys of recent times.

There was nc escape and at the end
of the hour, a number of us were
ready to craw] up the walls and
across the ceiling. I remember
someone sugtested combining two
wotions to save time, since they
were routine and unopposed, This
got some idiot mad, 50 he wasted
20 mirutes on pariiamentary
wrangling over the matter, Just as
we broke up, several people I
really wanted to talk to, like
Julius Postal and Jack Chalker,
arrived. However, the meeting had
so unnerved some people that I was
with, like Brian Burley, Art Saha,
and John Boardman, that they opted
%0 leave immediately for a bar and
drown their agony in beer. About
eight of us left immediately. I
think we would have done better to
wait until the meeting was
reconvening, but people's nerves
were too shot.

Amoung the other clubs in the

New York area is FISTFA which

meets on weekends,alternating with
fanoclasts, is similar to them, but
has always had a much more open
membership. When I was active in the
late '60's, one of the top clubs,
and the only one with open
membership, was the club at the
City College of New York. Randell
Garrett and Larry Jannifer were
active at that time and meetings
were a LOT of fun. That club has
passed away many years ago. There
are now clubs at at New York
University and Columbia, both of
which have some outside membership.
1 have not attended either yet, but
John Boardman particularly
recommends the Columbia group.

The Eastern Science Fiction Assoc.
met in Newark, N.J., since the late
'40's. 1 started attending
occasional meetings in 1956 and
reqularly 1in 1958. For many years
the group met in Slovak Sokal Hall,
Meetings seemed to have 30 to 40
attendees, and most months the club
had an author in as a guest

NIEKAS 25:4

speaker. It met on the first
Sunday afternoon of the month, and
after the meeting most went to dinner
at an inexpensive restaurant. Slovak
Sokal Hall closed unexpectedly and
without notice on the last meeting
of Alex Osheroff's term as
President. For a while. the club met
in the back room ot a bar. This
was a low point in the ciub’s
history with attendance dropping
to six at some meetings. A half
year later it started

meeting at the Newark "Y" in a
rented room in the basement. The
club also has an annual open
meeting which drew up to 200, for
which a large hall was available.
The club prospered in its new
surroundings and by when I left
New York in mid 1962, average
attendance was 50. I have not been
to a meeting in many years but 1
understand that attendnace has
fallen to about 10. For reasons

of economy the club has switched
its meeting site to the Wayne, N.
J. Public Library, which is very
far from New York City and is
almost impossible to get to by
public transit. I understand that
there is now a new group active

in New Jersey, the Bergan County
SF Society.

* * *

Last ish I spoke briefly of my
despair with local politics, taking
off by free association from my
thoughts on re-reading Heinlein's
Double Star. The sweep of the
primaries had inspired this despair.
Fortunately the general election
proved me wrong. Despite the tenor
of the times, an explicit proponent
of the John Birch Society could

not get elected even in New
Hampshire.

* k *

DOGS, STICKS, AND LASERS: SOME
AFTERTHOUGHTS

In Laiskai, Terry Jeeves wondered

at my statement that I am not a dog
lover. He expected a bond between me
and my guide dog, Ned. Yes, there is
a very strong bond. What I did not
make clear was that I do not have a
strong affection for dogs in general.
When sighted, I had never had or
desired a dog for a pet. While I do
not dislike dogs in general, I am
not strongly drawn to them either. I
have always been a "cat person"
rather than a "dog person”.

A guide dog is a mobility tool; the
proper functioning of which my life
depends. As I said, there is also an
emotional bond. I take the best of
possible care of Ned; both as my
companion and as my tool. On the

other hand, I do not think that a
very strong dog lover COULD use a
dog guide. I have seen such people
who would not put a proper collar
on a dog because it might "hurt it".
If the dog were properly trained and
its discipline properly maintained,
the dog would never hurt itself on
the collar--but the collar would
still be there for emergency control.
Or they do not believe a dog should
be confined, but has an inalienable
right to run free. One person ] met
in dog guide training had had his
pet dog destroyed. His city had a
leash Yaw and the dog could not
enjoy. itself outdoors. I wonder what
he has done with his guide dog? I
have seen too many guide dogs turn
aggressive because their owners did
not follow the explicit directions
of the Seeing Eye School and did let
him run free. Still others make their
dogs unfit to take into restaurants
by insisting on feeding them from
the table at home while they are
eating. The dog does not understand
the difference between home and
restaurant and starts acting up and
beggin while out too. To use a

guide dog properly you must have
affection and discipline. In Krantz's
book To Race the Wind, he explains
that he did not have the necessary
affection for his dog to make the
relationship work. It does take a
balance.

After reading Buck Coulson's letter
I have had some more thoughts on the
concept of Seeing Eye Parrots. I did
not 1ike the idea but was restrained
in my rejection, trying to remember
that other innovations such as the
long Hoover cane and the guide dog
were also rejected initially. I was
skeptical but wanted to give the
innovator a chance. Buck's letter
helped clarify my thinking.

The problem with something like a
Seeing Eye Parrot is that, despite
its intelligence, longevity, color
vision, and everything else; it is
up there on ycur arm, shoulder, or




































ranged from 20-2000 millibars at

the surface to somewhat lower in the
upper atmosphere. It has been found
to be about 50% greater than that of
Earth which would put it in the

area of 1500 millibars. This makes
Titan's atmosphere one of the
densest in the solar system.

Unfortunately, a thick haze
obscures all surface features and
still leaves us guessing about what
it looks like. But given the
atrospheric makeup and the surrace
aressyre that we hdve been able to
deduce from Voyager data, it is
probably safe to assume that it is
very much like primitive Earth, at
least atmosphericly.

As Voyager swings up through the
rings on its journey outbound from
the planet Saturn, one can't help
but wonder what suprises await
ahead in the blackness beyond our
own solar system. We can only guess
at what Voyager's eyes will see.

Oh, how I wish they were mine.

* kK

WHAT STUFF?

On a cold sunny November day in 1965
1 left Great Lakes Naval Training
Center bound for aircraft
familiarization school. I was
convinced I had “"the right stuff”.

I had no idea what it was let alone
understanding it--but I had it. For
the next 4 years I raced all over

the United States, Europe, and Viet
Nam proving that I had it. Every
time I saw the "gray siab" of the
carrier flight deck racing up
towards me or fading away behind me
I was convinced I had it. It took

a plane crash, ten years as a
civilian, and a book by Tom Wolfe to
make me understand what I thought I
had.

Tom Wolfe's The Right Stuff is every
bit of what is cracked up to be and
much more. He is a passionate
writer, I've no doubt that he is
very much in love with "the right
stuff". Any red-blooded American
male in his right syndrome couldn't
help but be. It's the bottom line;
it's beyond macho, guts, and balls.
Having "the right stuff" is akin to
being God of locomotion. From Chuck
Yeager's down home control of any
situation to Gus Grissom's fear
when his capsule sank. The Right
Stuff is man over machine, machine
over man, and the media over all.

Tom Wolfe has hit a chord that is
near and dear to all of us that
were weaned on hot rods, booze, and
war stories. He has found that
certain something that every young
jock thinks he has; that something
that allows him to turn his face to
the morning sun and draw the energy
straight into his bloodstream.

There were many mornings when I was
up before the sun, dragging my

injured liver down to the flight

line to make an early sortie. It

hurt but the hurt is gone once you
mount that screaming she-thing called
a jet and hurtle headlong down a
runway and burst into sunlight before
countless thousands of comatose souls
down below even know it's morning;

to take off in an F4 Phantom, cut

in the afterburners, and scream
30,000 feet up into the sky like a
missile gone crazy, to ride herd

over six tons of thrust--that's

Ythe right stuff". I had it or so I
thought.

The Right Stuff is more than a
flyguy's ego trip. It is a truthful
account of America's first
astronauts. It is the story of men
Tike Pete Conrad, Chuck Yeager, and
Alan Shepard who had "the right
stuff" to put America in space. But
more than anything else, it's the
story of America at the height of
the cold war and how we had our
heroes packaged and sold to us.

The Right Stuff is a brilliant eulogy
to the era of America's single-
combat warriors, to the men who

faced the Russians--one on one--200
miles straight up in space. There
will never be another astronaut who
will feel the public outpouring that
these 7 men did. It is an era

gone by in American history. I

weep its passing and hold Tom

Wolfe's The Right Stuff very close to
my heart.

NNASA News

NASA has officially approved the
continuation of Voyager 2 on a
trajectory which would take it to
Uranus in 1986 after flying past
Saturn this summer.

Under the approved plan, the
spacecraft will encounter Uranus at
a distance of 107,000 kilometers Jan.
24, 1986, making measurements and
taking pictures as it speeds past
and heads for a possible encounter
with neptune.

The Uranus encounter will provide
the world with its first close-up
look at that planet. Uranus is the
seyenth planet outward from the Sun,
twice as far from the Sun as Saturn;
it rotates on its axis at a tilt of
98 degrees. It is a grim, frozen
world.

The decision to fly past Uranus is,
in effect, a decision to retain the
present trajectory. If agency
officials had decided against a
Uranus encounter, then a retargeting
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of the Voyager 2 would have been
required.

Voyager 2, launched Aug. 20, 1977 is
a sister ship to Voyager 1, which
recently provided a historical
close-up encounter with the ringed
planet Saturn. Voyager 2 flew by
Jupiter in July 1979 and will
encounter Saturn Aug. 25, 1981,

Vaoyager 1's trajectory through the
solar system was selected to
optimize the scientific objectives
at Jupiter, Saturn, and Titan. The
path of Voyager 2 was chosen .to
provide a course to Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and perhaps Neptune. This
path does not provide a close-up
approach to Titan or a Saturn ring
occulation which were among the
goals of the Voyager 1 mission. The
final decision to remain on this
trajectory had to await the
successful outcome of Voyager 1's
close encounter with Saturn and
Titan in November 1980.

Voyager 1 has achieved all of the
prescribed Saturn/Titan scientific
objectives. The assessment of the
health of the Voyager 2 spacecraft
and instruments indicates that there
is a reasonable probability that the
five-year journey to Uranus can be
endured and a scientifically
productive flyby can be achieved.

"On this basis, therefore, the
decision has been made to retain the
present Uranus trajectory for Voyager
2," said Andrew J. Stofan, Acting
Associate Administrator for Space
Science. He pointed out that
retargeting of the spacecraft to
provide another close Titan flyby
cuuld have been made as late as

ezrly 1981.






















































In the Jesuit weekly AMERICA (24 July
1954), Louis de Wohl condemned as
“both bad theology and bad science
fiction" what he felt to be the stand-
ard portrayal of alien beings as malig-
nant. He cited as authority for his
censure the Biblical account of crea-
tion ("When God had made the universe,
He saw that it was good, not malig-
nant'") and accused SF writers of pro-
jecting their own fears upon the
worlds they fashioned. De Wohl was
also disappointed at the scarcity of
stories about aliens' relations to God,
but found C S Lewis a welcome excep-
tion to that pattern of indifference.
"The difference between reading him
and reading the average sclence-fic~
tion story is that between an imspira-
tion and a nightmare.” He encouraged
Christians to write science fiction,
so that the field would not be left

to purely secular writers. "For they
will not always content themselves
with describing their own peculiar
nightmares. There are signs that they
will also describe their own peculiar
heresies."

Irish journalist Liam Brophy, writing
in THE CATHOLIC WORLD (April 1954),
compared SF and uytopian fiction. He
maintained that in science fiction
science had replaced "the pseudo-sci-
ence of Soclology" as the instrument
by which human society will be per-
fected, Brophy denied that science
fiction could truly be regarded as lit-
erature, agreeing with Arthur Koestler
that its heroes were too alien to or-
dinary human experience. Despite the
original intent of its authors, the
chief accomplishment of utopian SF,

he suggested, might well lie "in mak-
ing us reconciled with our time and
place, so crammed with follies and
imperfections, and crowded with human
beings."

Claire Hutchet Bishop maintained in
COMMONWEAL (18 November 1955) that
Jules Verne's continuing popularity
could be ascribed to "his deliberate
choice of essential human problems for
his heroes to cope with, gripping
problems fit for generous men keenly
alive to mankind's needs.” Modern
science fiction should provide a simi-
lar inspjration for young readers.
Escapism-and galactic adventure for
its own sake, without inspiring the
reader to work for the solution of
human problems and the betterment of
mankind, was 'downright treason" fo
youth.

The language in which Catholic writers
discussed science fiction made it
clear that they regarded it as a lit-
erature of 1ldeas, and that they held
the genre responsible for the conse-
quences of those ideas. The Catholic
attitude toward science fiction during
the early 1950s, as displayed in the
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most widely-read Catholic magazines,
could be summed up by the closing
paragraph of de Wohl's article in
AMERICA:

Sciepce fiction, in the widest
sense, is a very serious mat-
ter, far transcending the
purely imaginative and specu-
lative, let alone the more or
less brilliant showing-off of
technical pseudo-knowledge.

In the wrong hands it can and
will create new heresies and
revive old ones. 1In the right
hands 1t can be one more in-
strument to glorify God.

With the launching of Sputnik, the
journalistic interest in science fic-
tion was redirected toward its scien-
tific speculations. But during the
1960s, psychologists and theologians
rediscovered the geunre.

SATURDAY REVIEW published (14 Septem-
ber 1963) "The Evolution of Monsters,"
a diatribe against science fiction by
Marshall Fishwick. In addition to its
"generally mediocre writing" and “es-
sentially sub-literary verbiage," he
found fault with its audience: "The
pseudo-scientific tale of horror or
wonder probably appeals to the same
kind of personality that endorsed dia-
bolism or witchcraft in ages past."
Stories cited by Fishwick included
Bradbury's FAHRENHEIT 451, Huxley's
BRAVE NEW WORLD, Orwell's NINETEEN
FIGHTY-FOUR, and two little known out~
side the field, 'The Country of the
Kind" by Damon Knight, and "Legacy of
Terror" by Henry Slesar.

Catholic writers had a higher opinion
of science fiction. By the mid-1960s,
the Catholic press had become less
concerned with the ideological impli-
cations of SF than with its literary
quality. But Catholic critics still
had a keen eye for the moral amnd so-
cial viewpoints expressed in the genre,

Reviewing an anthology of Russian SF
in COMMONWEAL (26 March 1965), Martin
Green called its picture of the future
naively optimistic in comparison to
British and American views, such as
the satires of Pohl and Kornbluth.

But he noted that the omission of sev-
eral] important writers rendered the
book at hand (Magidoff's RUSSIAN SCI-
ENCE FICTION) unrepresentative of the
state of Soviet SF.

John M Phelan, writing on 'Men and
Morals in Space" for AMERICA (9 Octo-
ber 1965), praised the Space Trilogy
of C S Lewis, which "some libraries
have lamentably labeled science fic-
tion." He dismissed most of science
fiction as mere adventure stories,
but exempted from that category the
work of such writers as Bradbury and
Heinlein.

Neil P Hurley, a Jesuit priest, ob-
served in COMMONWEAL (5 December 1969)
that "science fiction has proven in
the last 50 years to have a greater
accuracy of prediction than, as a
rule, demographers, economists, and
political forecasters." He went on to
examine some of the moral ramifica~
tions of the development of androids,
using Isaac Asimov's Three Laws of
Robotics and other examples from the
science fiction literature as illus-
trations. He concluded that "ethi-
cians, philosophers, moral theologi-
ans and behavioral scientists would do
well to take science fiction more
seriously' so that the mechanization
process could be better understood and
controlled for society's benefit.

Outside the Catholic press, writers
concerned with religion also had kind
words for science fiction. In the
Summer 1969 issue of RELIGION IN LIFE,
Erminie Huntress Latero's article
"What Is Man? Theological Aspects of
Contemporary Science Fiction' examined
SF's preoccupation with ethical and
social problems and found, despite
some theological errors, a generally
favourable portrayal of human charac-
ter and human values. She found her
examples in stories by Poul Anderson,
James Blish, David Lindsay, and Robert
Sheckley.

TIME's "Religion'" column in its 5 Sep~-
tember 1969 issue discussed "Pop Theo-
logy: Those Gods from Outer Space,"
comparing Erich von DYniken's CHARIOTS
OF THE GODS? with the religious spec-
ulations of such SF writers as Ray
Bradbury, Nelson Bond, Lester del Rey,
Philip Jose Farmer, and C S Lewis.
TIME was skeptical of von DHniken, but
regarded the science fiction books
favourably.

My survey of religious commentary on
science fiction in the popular press
seems heavily weighted toward Catholic
opinion. This reflects no bias on my
part, but rather the fact that Roman
Catholics have shown greater concern
for the ideological and moral content
of science fiction (and, I suspect,
other fiction as well) than have Jew-
ish or Protestant critics. Certainly
most of the "religion in science fic-
tion''--at least the overt religious
content--is Catholic in essence or
ingpiration. 1In the 1970s we saw an
increase in Protestant writing about
SF, and even an anthology of Jewish
science fiction (THE WANDERING STARS,
ed. Jack Dann). But the pioneers in’
the evaluation of science fiction as
a literature with religious implica-~
tions were Catholic critics and re-
viewers; and looking back at their
work, today's readers will find much
to respect even where judgements
differ.
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323 Dodge Street

East Providence, RI 02914

It was good to see NIEKAS [23] again.
That and YANDRO are the only titles
remaining from my original exposure
to fandom back in the mid-1960's,
It's nice to know that a few things
survive the years.

I'm afraid I really disliked the film
version of THE SHINING. For one
thing, I refuse to accept that the
topiaty could not have been done
well. After the special effects in
STAR WARS and others, I doubt that
much of any visual effect is
cinematograohically impossible. But
there were worse flaws in the film.
For one thing, one of the characters
undergoes a change of name halfway
through the film. For another, the
suspense in the novel is built
primarily because the father,
Torrance, is basically a good man
whose flaws are being played upon by
the malevolent force that occupies
the hotel. In the film, there is no
redeeming aspect of his personality,
and we really don't care (in fact we
quite the opposite) if he is killed
or not.

The cook's return is totally
pointless in the film, because he

is killed almost instantly. The
provision of the snowmobile hardly
justifies the entire subplot. Neither
do we ever find out what is going on,
whereas the book makes it quite
clear that these are not ghosts.

What is the gignificance of having
Torrance appdur in an aged photo at
the end of the movie? Why make such
an insipid twerp of the wife? Why
ignore the detailed history of the
hotel which conveyed so much of the
sense of menace in the book? Why

did he attempt to make the woman in
the bathtub sexy, in contradiction
to the book? I don't mind altering

a book in the film version if it
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serves some useful purpose, but
frankly I think Kubrick screwed this
one up royally.

I have been reading and enjoying
more supernatural fiction than ever
lately. As King starts to switch to
SF, other excellent writers are
taking up the slack. Ghost Story by
Peter Straub is excellent, and I am
Tooking forward to his next book,
Shadow Land. :

It is quite possible to interpret
The Stand as being anti-intellectual,
although it is fairer to say that it
is anti-technological. Even that is
an oversimplification though. It is
no more so than much of the work of
Ciifford Simak. But Spider Robinson
in particular has decided that
anything critical of our misuse of
technology is evil, and his review
has been widely quoted as warning
of an awful political treatise,
Bullishit. The Stand is a very good
novel (in fact, it is three very
good novels). I don't think it
stands together as well, because it
is so diverse, and because I think
King's villain, The Walking Dude,
"< some illogical contradictions
that spoiled much of the climax for
me, but that is relatively minor in
comparison to the dozens of good
things in the book, including some
truly evil characters.

peace,
don [D'Ammassa]

[1 did not mean to imply in my
review of THE SHINING that the only
possible reason for not including
the topiary sequences was due to the
technical difficulties--though I
believe they would have been fairly
awesome due to the fact that some of
these scenes would have been daylit
and that stop-motion animation would
have been difficult due to the
nature of the structures being
manipulated. It was probably a

combination of factors: time, money,
the fire which burned down their
soundstage, visual preferance, etc.

As far as the rest of your comments
on the film go, the key to the whole
thing is that the book is the book
and the movie is the movie: two
totally different entities. What
reads well does not necessarily film
as appropriately. For instance, while
the cook's return to the Overlook
does not appear to be that crucial,
it helps provide a significant amount
of the suspense at the end (not to
mention that it does provide the
surviving Torrances with a get-away
vehicle). .

I would still 1ike to know what King
thinks about the production. Kubrick
is certainly not averse to adaptation,
As an example, read Arthur C. Clarke's
Lost Worlds of 2001 and you will see
how different the novel 2001: A Space
Odyssey would have been 1f it had not
been written concurrent with the '
film version.

I also very niuch enjoyed The Stand.
The author's underlying motives in
the writing of a story are not of
uppermost importance to me so when
a book is "mislabelled" as anti-this
or anti-that, it doesn't bother me.
~-mike}

George Allen & Unwin
40 Museum Street
London WCIA LLU
England

In your article in NIEKAS [24]
entitled 'Return of the Pirates' you
write, '...I could be wrong of
course about the rights business

and am eager to hear more'. Well,
you are not alone in being wrong on
this issue so perhaps I can throw a
little light on the situation.






afraid. The interior art was
variable, but still good ninety
percent of the time (I exclude my
own work from that statement) and
none of it rated the Elmer Crud
award so hotly contested in many a
fanzine. Keep up the good work...

Not too happy about the three

column layout, apart from leaving
thé eyes on permanent scan and
feeling like a radar antenna on

fast sweep, it shows up the
unjustified margins too much. Why
not try a two-column issue which
should minimise these two snags..
AND pack in a few more words...or of
course, you could buy a micro and a
word processor...... 0K, skip that
idea. ....for a year or two at the
outside..by which time such widgetry
will have dropped to a feasible
level (although paper, postage, and
stencils or whatever will all have
risen astraonomically).

[your the first to cast a "no" vote
on the three column format. we did
try two-column in NIEKAS 23. most of
the people we have questioned
locally advise us that the eye has
less distance to travel to return to
magoin left. we DO lose about 10%
from each page for wordage but it
allows for greater flexibility when
it comes time to place the art. we
did look into possibly going to a
word processor but the cost simply
could not be rationalized away. like
you say: "some day...". ed.]

Was also interested in £d's talk on
blind dogs (i.e. guide dogs for the
blind,..wonder how long direct
radar/nerve transplants might be in
the future,.not far ]'d hazard.
Noted Ed says he isn't a dog lover..
depends on what he means by that..
but 1 would have thought he held

his own guider in high esteem,..yes,
no?

On public radio...I retch not so
quietly into the nearest container.
In the UK, we have 4 BBC channels,
and also in Sheffield, two local
ones,..and god the DREK. Radio 1 and
2, Radio Sheffield and Radio Hallam,
all exist on a diet of 80% pop

music (which I loath) 10% sport
(Yikewise) and 10% local gassip and
advertising. That leaves Radio 3,
which is the best of the lpt..and
Radio 4. 3 is the highbrow pragramme
..trouble is it goes to the other
extreme....experimental concerto

for drum and dustbin 1id, or
somesuch. . .whereas 4 is TALK...books,
sport, biography, news, chat shows
and the like. Of the lot, the only
one 1 occasionally give ear space to
is Radio 3.

On the Hugo/fanzine/prozine award
debate. [ realise the problem, but
its solution seems as complex as
the 'define SF' debate. One can
only block in areas and hope the
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judges will interpret tnem sensibly.
Off hand, ['d say a prozine is one
which pays for its contributions at
the official (UNION) market rate,
and brings in sufficient revenue to
rate a tax assessment...i.e. PROFIT
over and above all its working
expenses, with enough lolly to keep
its publisher from other forms of
occupation. 0K, it has Toopholes...
but you can't plug 'em all....
imagine a fanzine publishing
millionaire who buys ANALOG, changes
not one whit of its contents, but
GIVES IT AWAY...i.e. no commercial
revenue, no counter sales (but if a
newsagent handles it, the millionaire
pays him a cut). YOU get your ANALOG
exactly as it is now...the
millionaire foots all the bills,
including artwork, story purchases,
etc. He has him a super fanzine..,

now would that be rate fan or pro??
?2?7?

Spider Robinson's filk song...ugh.
To complement it, I really enjoyed
the Voyager article (MORE{ ftry and
st?p me! sherwood] and thought the
Hal Clement piece a real scoop....
Hal is a real nice guy..in his alter
ego hat of Harry Stubbs, he collected
Val and I from Logan airport and
ferried us to the Sheraton...even
offered to host us a week at his
home, but we declined with grateful
thanks as we new he had a full week
of meetings etc. Still, it was very
kind of him to make the offer.

Piers Anthony..sorry,, don't dig the
Tarot series..too anthropomorphic
with all the aliens rather like
muppets....humans in fancy costumes..
but all the old sex drives etc.

Full marks for the reviews..just the
kind T 1ike, brief, to the point and,
after telling me what a book is
about, let me make up my own mind
about buying it. Keep 'em coming
that way.

A GREAT issue..

A1l the best,
Terry Jeeves

CSC 4-37 Armor
Ft. Knox, KY 40121

Wittious omd Yillions
of NIEXAS Filw
e viigit Sky -

Uh...that's what Carl Sagan would
say.

N 1ooks like an XLNT zine to me;

can‘t fault it for layout anywhere.
The three column type is an excellent
way of getting max art into space.

Your covers are excellent (thought
I would have reversed them, I can
see the temptation to put the great
SF on front cover; but you can't be
a zine title up front) f?] but your
interior art doesn't stand up to it
in most cases (excepts are illos on
7 (hnm that don't count; JG [Jack
Gaughan] is a pro), 11 [Lawarence
Laflam]}, 13 {Gale Turner], 15 [John
Geisel]...that's about it).

Hope your havin' a happy
Capt. David Heath Jr., Cdr.

405 33 1/2 St., Apt. 2
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

...[If you are interested in Edgar
Cayce] I would suggest you start out
with There Is a River, The Sleeping
Prophet, or both. I 1ike There Is a
River better for its in-depth stuff,
but The Sleeping Prophet reads
faster and is perhaps more
entertaining. The book I read first
was Many Mansions. I had avoided
Cayce for years, thinking he was
tied in with the occult, witchcraft,
and black magic, and had always
assumed reincarnation was just a
superstition without knowing
anything about it. When I was
working for Caesar Chavez and the
United Farm Workers in Livingston,
California, I became good friends
with the local librarian. We had
many interests in common, and she
began to hunt up books for me to
read. One day she nanded me Gina
Cerminara's Many Mansions. I Tooked
at it, said, "Oh no, that's Edgar
Cayce, that's the occult, I don't
touch that stuff." She said, "This
is different, you'll 1ike it, just
give it a try." Because I trusted
her, I did try it, and discovered
that far from being a superstition,
reincarnation explained many
missing 1inks in my understanding
of God, life, and the world. Not
only that, I have since found that
serious parapsychological research
is being done in this and many
other fields, with very significant
results.

Though I find most science and
technology, especially astronomy,
fascinating, I have tended rather to
dislike most science fiction because
it seemed to emphasize violence and
horror and was disgustingly sexist.
Partly for these reasons, I mostly
stick to women science fiction
writers, as they tend to deal with
relationships between human and
human, human and alien, and human
and nature (earth, space, or other
planets). They tend to bring in
ethics and religion. They also, and



this seems an odd trend to me, tend
to write a lot about parapsychology:
ESP, kinetics, the ethical use of
the psychic, and so on. When they

do have violence, it will be
fighting “thread" instead of people,
or struggling to overcome and move
away from the violence, and they
will often take a seemingly
disadvantageous ethical path when
they could be more violent. They
don't seem to glory in it, and tend
to give some depth of character or
interest to even the worst of
enemies. Some men, of course, do
this too. Tolkien made me feel great
regret for Saruman, and even hinted
at the loss that was Sauron. And
there are some women writers I

don't care for, and some men I
prefer, like Poul Anderson. If
writers in  science were also
warmly human and deeply into people,
1 could read the more scientific sf
happily. As it is, I tend to stick
more to the fantasy side. These are,
of course, generalizations, and I'd
Tove to hear of books that disprove
any of the above predjudices.

Elizabeth Titcomb

6721 E. McDowell, #309-A
Scottsdale, AZ 85257

First of all, let me say how
delighted I am with John feisel's
illustrations for the Barnacle. His
Beowulf is exactly what I had in
mind; and while the monsters of the
original were probably seals and
water snakes, John's drawing of
Grendel's Cub Scout troop on an
overnight hike suits my version much
better.

In fairness to myself, I must point
out that my perfectly reasonable
request for the vivisection of Mike
Bastraw was prompted not by the
appearance of my name in very small
type on the heading of the Alexander
interview, which did not bother me
in the slightest, but by my holding
him responsible (erroneously, he
claims) for the attribution of my
LoC on Falstaff, Shakespeare, etc.
to Archie Mercer. His aspersions on
my mental health are ungentlemanly
and unwarranted; and I would take
pen in hand to tell him so directly,
but the people here at the Home
don't allow me access to sharp
objects.

Ed, you claim to have gone to a
production of IOLANTHE in the town
of Center Sandwich; personally I
refuse to believe a town called
Center Sandwich could exist outside
the pages of Gilbert and Sullivan!
Correct me if I am wrong on this,
but isn't IOLANTHE the source of
the only known (to me at least)
bowdlerization of G&S? The lines in

question are: "Is this the Court of
Exchequer?/ Be firm, be firm, my
pecker”--which in British English
refers to the proverbial Stiff Upper
Lip, but in American usage (USage?)
means Something Quite Different, and
is therefore always altered or
deleted.

Your mention of the first-night joke
on Captain Shaw which became a
standard part of the performance
reminds me--especially coming at
this time of the year--of another
first-night fluke which explains why
everybody always stands up during
the Hallelujah Chorus. It seems that
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at the first performance of Handel's
Messiah, King George stood up to
leave at the conclusion of the
preceding passage, under the
impression that it was time for the
intermission. When the King rises,
of course, everybody else in the
theater has to stand up also. The
King, finding himself mistaken,
remained standing during the Chorus
and then went out. Naturally,
everybody else did the same; and for
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some reason this has been perpetuated

in every subsequent performarce.

Speaking of technology and the blind,
there is a group here in the Valley
which reads newspapers and magazines
to the print-handicapped over
closed-circuit radio. Is this a
common practice? It seems and
excellent idea for making

available publications which are

too ephemeral to be worth

committing to Braille or tape.

I assume the Bouillon a la Godfrey
served in Buck Coulson's snack bar
for Crusaders is made from
Jerusalem artichokes....

Piers Anthony's modest proposal for
a fan campaign to get his books into
libraries sounds as if he is
planning to adopt for himself
Hilaire Belloc's self-epitaph: "His
sins were scarlet, but his books
were read." I enjoyed his article on
how he does his books, but one on
how he does his sins would be even
more interesting. (He is perhaps a
Murgatroyd on his mother's side?)

I did eventually read Hasan, by the
way, and liked it--somewhat to my
surprise, as I generally prefer a
more morally serious secondary
universe to one like that of the
Arabian Nights, in which the
principal values seem to be low
cunning and upward mobility. I
thought the hero pretty much of a
fool in the opening chapters, but
he improved greatly upon further
acquaintance.

Ben Indick's remark that C.S. Lewis
might have become a Moonie seems to
me a ridiculous statement to make
about someone as relentlessly
committed to reason as Lewis. A
professor of mine once remarked

that Lewis was a natural Platonist
who found himself compelled to be an
Aristotelian, which really rings the
bell: Lewis was very much attracted
to the making of poetic myths about
the transcendent, but in his role

as expounder and defender of the
faith had to rely on logic and
reason. Anyone who wants to know
more about the psychology of the
"most dejected and reluctant convert
in all England" should read one of

his two autobiographies, Surprised
by Joy (narrative) or The Pi%gr1m's
Regress (allegorical).

Ben is also off base when he accuses
Charles Williams of upper-class
snobbery; Williams was probably the
only Inkling who was not from the
upper or upper-middle classes. He
was the son of a shopkeeper and had
to leave the University of London in
his first year because the family
finances couldn't stand the strain.
He was also very active in the adult
education movement, teaching evening
classes for workingmen, unlike the
others, who were all connected with
the elite universities. In fact,
when he lectured at Oxford, many of
the Establishment types were so put
off by his Cockney accent that they
didn't bother to listen to what he
had to say. I don't recall any
instances of anti-Semitism in his
books, though Shadows of Ecstasy is
certainly racist {also a very lousy
book). I think there were a couple
of Jewish bad guys {goys?) in his
novels; but that was because he was
making use of the Cabalistic
tradition as a vehicle of the
demonic (a view which perhaps many
Jews would endorse).

It's not clear to me whether Ben's
final explosion of disgust is
inspired by the Inklings' opinions
or merely by their choice of a
name; if the former, it gives me a
good excuse to quote the opening
paragraphs of the Dorothy L. Sayers
essay "DAnte and Charles Williams™:

"When Edward Fitzgerald scribbled to
a friend, "lrs. Browning is dead;
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1 think COSMOS is going to become
recognized as one of the most
important creations of PBS....and to
hell with the so-called fans who
already think they know it all.

I've met these know-it-alls.,..and
find that none of them can explain
what an INTERMEDIATE VECTOR BOSON
1s, for example, or the implications
of oscillating neutrinos. And more
important, they cannot explain to
someone else, coherently, what they
do know. Sagan can.

One last snide comment to AJB. If
you think Science and Church are at
all reconciled....bring up Evolution,
and learn fast that Science and
Religion are still basically
incompatable.

As for the Hal Clement article, all
I can say is that I wish I had been
able to publish it! But one nagging
point. I quote from his article....
well, it's a bit long, but it is at
the start of page 28.

The Greenhouse effect. I think
Clement underestimated its effect.

0K, every one now knows that Venus
has a runaway greenhouse effect. At
some point in its past, it got hot
enough so that the carbon dioxide
locked up in carbonates was "boiled
off", so to speak, and this
resulted in a catastrophic runaway.
Several scientists at JPL have come
up with the disturbing fact that
Earth may have as much C0, as Venus
....locked up in the rocks. Given
the Nitrogen Fix, the increased CO,
and the increased water vapour, the’
question is whether or not the tip-
over point has been reached, as far
as Clement's story goes. I think
this is something to think about.

The fact that we know so little
about Venus is one of the reasons
why the Venus Orbiting Imaging Radar
(VOIR) is one of NASA's top priority
planet exploration program. And the
question of how much CO, and H,0 is
needed for a one-way greenhouse
effect is one of the reasons.
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...And I hope you all enjoyed the
Saturn pictures..... JPL may be
going out of the planetary
exploration business, but by god

we are going out in style, by the
numbers, and one the bounce. And we
have made our names to SHINE...

Harry J.N. Andruschak

[Thank you for your comments, I was
hoping that I would get more than
one LoC out of the 350 or so NIEKAS
that were sent out. I tend to agree
with you of the Sagan program. I am,
needless to say, a little pissed
that the book burners are the ones
who get the press and they were the
ones Sagan was aiming for.
Unfortunately I haven't seen much
of the fan press concerning COSMOS.
It is probably just as well, I might
have written LoCs that I would be
sorry for. I have a very short fuse
when it comes to people who put down
efforts to eniighten the general
public. If these so-called fans

who are putting down COSMOS had the
guts to come out from behind their
false face of intelligence and
practice what they are claiming to
preach, perhaps the general public
would take more interest in science.

As for the space program, if it is
all up to the President then it is
the President we need to work on.
Maybe some of the readers of NIEKAS
could help by writing a letter to the
President and encourage friends to do
the same.At this point I think
anything is worth a try. I still

feel that teaching the kids is a

good way to get us back on the right
track in the future.

Fans are the people that are supposed
to be prepared for the future

because they read science fiction.
Would it be too much to expect from
them to ask them to try and shape

the future. Or are they too wrapped
up in their own little worlds (alien
probably) to be concerned with the
one they really live in? scf.]

...Rafe's article pulled me off
guard in re: computer problemville.
Just got a new one at work and it's
insulting how stupid we mere humans
are with typos and all. GIGO doesn‘t
seem to fit...ours has been dubbed:
FRED--F___ing Ridiculous Electronic
Device....Murphy--Q.E.D.-"Laws" &
all.

...Even after knowing Ed for long-
times I still am amazed by his
"looks" at sight and non-same. It
must be really educational to

those who have not had the pleasure
of exploring an alternate world with
a non-sighted friend.

Mike - I must state that I have my
own admiration society for Master
Ellison and as far as 1 am concerned,

if any arqument he has is right -
why should it be a silent one?
Anyone who has the nerve to speak
up usually is more than happy to
pay the price whether it be in
cash or notoriety. He does both.
'Nuff said on Sir Ellsion.
[whence came knighthood? mb}

onward & upward...
Margaret Shepard

1666 Preston St.
Halifax, NS
Canada

I'd be delighted to have you
distribute Stardance to the blind.
As soon as T can I will tape some
short stories...

...Just got NIEKAS 24 and it is, as
usual exemplary. Small glitch -
someone [it was somebody else. mb.]
left out the last three chords to
"01 Man Heinlein" - and nobody
caught Ace's misprint of the chords
in the third verse - those two A7s
in the first line should be G7s.
And the last 3 chords are F#7, B7,
E.
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Yaws,
Spider Robinson

Weran d'Glory
Soliliveien 37
N 1370 ASKER
Norway

I can't recall the details offhand,
but there was once a people who had
the habit (?) of killing messengers
who brought bad news, and I have
even heard that they believed that
the bad news would be destroyed with
their bringers.
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The National Industires for the
Blind is a parent organiztion to
which several hundred sheltered
workshops arouynd the country are
affiliated with. (Some workshops
are independant and not all are as
horrible as what I am talking
about.) NIB had a bogoth in which
they were trying to show how they
help the multiply handicapped
blind person be at least a little
productive. They had a person who
was blind and partially deaf
sitting on a stool, stuffing
greeting cards into cellophane
packages. As long as he warked
quickly he was rewarded with music
in his headphones. If he slowed
down, the music stopped. If he
stopped working, he got an electric
shock.

That a so-called charitable
organization would do such a thing
is bad enough. That they would
boast about it and show jt ta the
pubiic as a worthy project is
nauseating.

About two years ago, THE WALL STREET
JOURNAL ran several artigles

exposing some of the worst abuses of
the Sheltered Workshop system. I

have reprints available of these,
also. Shops would pay tap management
up to $50K a year and pay workers

as little as 50¢ an hour because
‘they could not afford more" and are
exempt from minimum wage legislation.
The NFB is working with various labor
unions to try and organize these
shops and get the workers decent
wages and working conditions. Please
refer to THE WALL STREET JOURNAL and
the special program on CBS's 60
MINUTES for more details.

Some so-called organizations FOR the
blind do not care about the gquality
of the services that they deliver.
They do wan’. to be sure that their
staff have proper educational and
professional credentials. They are
only interested in proper professional
advancement for their own employees.
To help further this, they--primarily
the American Foundation FOR the
Blind--have established the National
Accreditation Council for Agencies
Serving the Blind and Visually
Handicapped, or NAC. NAC is only
interested in professionalism and
not in reail service. They accredit
some of the worst, most repressive
agencies in existance. I would say
that it is a good rule of thumb that
any charitable agency that has NAC
accreditation does NOT gare what
kind of services it delivers, but
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only that its employees have proper
professional standing and that the
agency has a sound financial
structure.

I know that very few fans respond to
charitable appeals. But if you or
any member of your family is
contemplating responding to a request
for funds, try to find out first
whether the organization is NAC
accredited. If it is, the chances
are 9 out of 10 that it shoud NOT
get your support because it is
really hurting its blind clients.

If you really want to help the blind
help themselves and achieve true
independence, please become an

associate member of the NFB. Various
levels of membership start at $10

a year. For details write me or the
NFB at 800 Johnson St., Baltimore,
MD 21230.

Incidently, I just bought, through
the NFB, a talking clock for $58
which the AFB is selling for $90.
That is the difference between groups
OF and FOR the blind.

* k %

FINALE

Please keep the letters of comment
coming. Iolanthe might Tive on love,
but we live on egoboo. Also the LoC's
give us our only indication [other
than the rocks which sporadically

fly through the windows. mb.] of
what you think of our magazine and
of the thoughts we express in it
pages. And of course we always need
more articles and reviews.
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MYTHCON, the annual conference of the Mythopoeic Society, will be
) a weekend devoted to the celebration of High Fantasy, especfally
§ h the works of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Charles Williams.

1t will feature papers and panels, an art show, music, dancing
and dramatic presentations, fiims, a masquerade, and the presen-
d tation of the Mythopoeic Society Award for Fantasy.

Mythcon 1s a comparatively smail, friendly event which combines
the best features of a Scierice Fiction type convention and a
literary conference. Mills College is a beautiful, wooded campus
in the San Francisco Bay area, easily accessible to transportation.

Memberships $10.00 ti11 March ist, $15.00 thereafter...
/

For information and memberships, contact:

™MYTHCON XII

90 E1 Camino Real
Berkeley, CA 94705
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